
Discovery College

People use their passion and expertise 
to make a positive difference



…inquiring, 
knowledgeable and 
caring young people 
who help to create a 
better and more 
peaceful world…



Questions addressed in today’s workshop:

● What is the PYP Exhibition?
● What does the Exhibition at Discovery College 

look like? 
● What are the roles and responsibilities of 

students and parents during the Exhibition 
process?

● What does it mean to be an Action Hero?



What is the PYP Exhibition?



Significant event in a PYP school and in the 
life of a PYP student.  

It is a requirement of the IB.

It is a culminating experience enabling 
students to exhibit attributes of the IB learner 
profile and all of the essential elements of the 
PYP curriculum which they then share with the 
whole school community. 

IB philosophy inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to ….create a 
better and more peaceful world…



The PYP Exhibition has a number of 
key purposes:

Students are required to engage in 
collaborative, 
transdisciplinary inquiry process that 
involves them in  identifying, 
investigating, advocating and offering 
solutions to real-life issues or 

challenges. 

Learning for a purpose and then taking 
appropriate action aligned with their 
learning.

*Exhibition Guidelines 



Features of the Exhibition:
Develop attitudes

Reflect

Engage in action

Connect 

Exploration of knowledge

Approaches to Learning

Build Student Agency 



What does the 
PYP Exhibition at 
Discovery College 

look like?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUIYAdXspk8


Sharing the planet
Up until Easter  - April 

How we express ourselves
Following Easter

● Connecting with the global goals

● Defining a field of inquiry

● Researching into their field of inquiry

● Identify a need or problem that they 

take meaningful action around

● Moving into specialist advocacy groups

● Plan for action

● Develop a campaign and generate 

ideas for taking action

● Take action

● Plan for how they will share their 

journey

● Prepare for the Exhibition Evening

Exhibition Evening - Thursday, 17th May 2018 







What are the roles and 
responsibilities of students 

during the Exhibition process?



The role of the student

Discovery College PYP EXHIBITION 

Student Guidelines 2016



Selecting
Issue - connected to their “passion”

- Real life issues or problems that 
could be in our school or local area, 
but can also be connected to global 
issues

Specialist area - connected to their area 
of “expertise”

- Art, Drama, Music, IT/Film, Dance, 
PSPE (personal, social & physical 
Education)



Questions

Going Deeper

- Developing “good” open-ended 
questions that will drive their 
inquiry.

- Going beyond a basic knowledge 
of the topic.

- Continually asking questions 
about what they have 
read/learned.

- Developing appropriate questions 
for experts or mentors.



Planning & Gathering - MISO
Media, Interviews, Surveys, 

Observations

- Resources and materials
- Sources of information (websites, 

books, people, newspapers, tv 
news)

- Surveys, interviews
- Citing/acknowledging sources 

(print, websites, interviews, 
artworks)



Recording and Reflecting
Documenting Learning:

Journal: (individual)

- Regular entries that show 
development of understanding

- Evidence of progress - 
drawings, photographs, 
interview notes, mentor note

Google Community: (group)

- Posting articles and resources, 
commenting and reflecting on 
articles



Presenting the Exhibition

Ownership: 

(your child will LEAD you)

- Group presentation - clear and informative; diagrams/pics/drawings
- Specialist presentation
- Oral presentation
- Should be able to confidently articulate their learning and answer 

questions about their learning

CELEBRATE LEARNING



Learning with others

- Small group (topic group 
and specialist group)

- Exhibition teacher/s

- Mentor

- Organisations/experts 
outside of school



Approaches to Learning: Self-Management Skills

Time Management: 
- At home and at school
- Scheduling/prioritising workload 

and commitments
- Timetabling appointments and 

deadlines

Organisation

Codes of Behaviour

Informed Choices



Approaches to Learning: Communication Skills
Reading, Writing, Talking, Listening, 

Viewing, Presenting

Communicating effectively: 
- Group members

- Research, Learning

- Emailing to make appointments with 
mentors, NGOs, experts

- Phone calls

- Posters/displays/action

- Surveys, interviews



Home Learning



Well-being

Finding a balance between:

- Social
- Emotional
- Physical
- Mental



What are the roles and responsibilities 
of parents during the Exhibition 

process?





● To have an understanding of the purpose and requirements of the PYP 
Exhibition

● To encourage independent inquiry and respect student ownership 
of the process

● To support students with time management and cooperation skills.



● To support your child in taking meaningful action.

● To celebrate with your child by attending the exhibition on the evening 
of Thursday 17th May



What does it mean to be an 
Action Hero?



…inquiring, 
knowledgeable and 
caring young people 
who help to create a 
better and more 
peaceful world…



Being an 
Action Hero 

Students as Advocates 
for Change











DirectIndirect 

Advocacy - 
Campaigning

Requires personal contact
Send resources to the 
problem rather than 
direct contact

When you raise awareness to eliminate 
the causes of a specific problem

Research 

Requires finding, gathering, 
and reporting of information 
in the public interest.

















Exhibition Evening
What can you expect to see 

and hear?



Advocacy 
through Language

Raising Awareness



Individual Advocacy 
Speeches



Advocacy through the Arts



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQJbm85_aQY


Advocacy Presentations
Art | Drama | Music | Film | Dance | Coding



Advocacy Presentations
Art | Drama | Music | Digital Literacy | Dance | PHSE



Collaborative Inquiry 
Group Exhibits



…inquiring, 
knowledgeable and 
caring young people 
who help to create a 
better and more 
peaceful world…




