
What’s 
your 

reading 
journey?

Supporting Early Reading at Home…



Questions...



• Record some 
key stages in 
your reading 
journey

• Include 
memories 
(good and bad), 
key people, 
explicit 
learning...

Who taught you to read?
 Where did you read?
What did you read?





We are all readers,  just 4 year old readers, 10 year old 
readers, 17 year old readers, 42 year old readers!

Enjoy the 
moment!



Key elements of your 
reading journey

 

What helped you?









Complete reader
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Power, Passion, Potential



Pleasure

• Read to and with your child

• Don’t turn it into a test

• Make sure they see you reading

• Get involved in their lives as readers 
(communicate with school, library, interest)                                              



'Nothing succeeds like 
success'. 

This book is 
too easy for 
my child... My child needs 

a harder book to 
learn...

My child keeps 
choosing the 
same book...

developing a growth mindset



Experience has shown me (and research 
supports) that reading achievement improves 
not with increased testing but with increased 

reading 
- and not just any reading, but 

repeated reading of relatively easy to decode, 
interesting, self-selected texts. 

Stephanie Parsons, First Grade Readers, 2010

Just Right Books



Finally, it has been argued that 
reading has to feel effortless 

for it to result in language development; 
studies indicate that a text needs to be 

about 98% comprehensible in order for 
it to help the reader acquire new 

vocabulary
Krashen, S (2004)

Just Right Books



It is common for early readers to get so caught 
up in decoding that they forget to pay 

attention to what their books are about.  
Of course this is natural, and it’s the reason we 

ask our students to reread their books  (and 
provide books that are at their fluency level).
Stephanie Parsons, First Grade Readers, 2010

Just Right 
Books



Aspirational Books



Any time, Any place, Anywhere!

http://www.readingrockets.or
g/

1. Don’t leave home without it
2. Once is not enough
3. Dig deeper into the story
4. Take control of distractions e.g. the television
5. Be patient
6. Pick just right books 
7. Play word games
8. I read to you, you read to me
9. Gently correct your young readers 

10. Talk, Talk, Talk and Write, Write, Write



Big ideas so far?



Questions...



curious and enthusiastic about reading 

confident, motivated, independent readers

skills, strategies and conceptual 
understanding  

pleasure, interest and information



A Balanced Approach to Reading Instruction at DC

1. Developing a love of 
reading through real 
reading for real purposes

2. A systematic approach 
to the teaching of 
phonics

3. A systematic focus on 
high frequency words

4. Decoding and 
Comprehension 
strategies go together

Power, Passion, Potential



How teachers know?

 what to teach...

how to teach...

who to teach it to...



How do we know what 
to teach?

• IB Scope and Sequence

• Outcomes and standards

• Guiding documents - current research and 
programs

• Explicit strategies and skills - phonics, 
decoding, fluency and comprehension





Who do we need to 
teach it to?

• Teacher observation and judgement

• Running records - ‘Benchmarking’

• DC early reading assessments

• Ongoing assessment



Running record



How do we teach 
reading?



Making reading 
enjoyable



Providing a range of high 
interest, developmentally 
appropriate texts to read

• labels

• library

• catalogues, maps



Modeling



Guiding



Promoting 
Independence





Making reading connect 
with learning in other 
units









Explicit teaching of skills 
and strategies…

…for both decoding and comprehension 



Explicit teaching of skills 
and strategies



Building understanding 
developmentally



Providing feedback and 
next steps



Working together



What are they 
reading?

• Home reading books - Just right fluency 
books - independence and instruction

• Online

• Library

• Student selection



In our classroom, we introduce the children to 
different kinds of writing— storybooks, books 

about topics we are studying, magazines, 
how-to guides, recipes, and content on the 

web. 

These are the kinds of writing that children and
adults read in school and in daily life. 

You can read anything and everything with
your child too.

This helps your child learn how and why writing 
and reading are important and useful.

NAEYC.ORG/TYC



Big ideas so far?



Questions...



A journey, not a race



This week we will begin our phonics and reading program. We will learn 
groups of letters (their names AND sounds) at a time. The first sounds will 
be:
 

s a t p i n m d
 
We will also introduce some sight words too. At this stage of the year, 
some children will be ready to take on these words and some will benefit 
from just having exposure to them. Whatever, stage of language learning 
your child is at is completely developmentally appropriate right now. The 
first sight words are:
 

I, the, to, no, he, go
 

Beginning our reading programme in Year 1



Organisation

- The letters and sight words are noted inside the little yellow 
book that will come home in your child’s folder daily. 

- Please make sure it is also returned daily. We provide these 
letters and sight words so that they can be practiced 
throughout the week at home. 

- Some will be tricky and others will be easy. Your child will 
also practice these words at school with their teachers.

- These letters and sight words will be changed every few 
weeks, so please continue to check the little yellow book.



Sight Word Activities
Here are some other activities you may like to do with the sight 
words:
·      How many letters are in each word?
·      Can you find these words in your reader?
·      Can you find them in your favorite storybook?
·      Can you think of a sentence for each of these words?
·      Can you think of a word that rhymes with these words?
·      Can you finger write these words on your hand/in the air/on 
some paper?



Year 1 Home Reading Programme
● Growing readers by building confidence and providing 

opportunities to practice

● Fluency books to read independently, to reread and to 
share reading success

After mid term break
Year 1 Fluency Book days are Monday and Thursday.

● Books are returned to boxes as part of morning 
routines

● Students select and scan new fluency books during 
class time as part of their language learning

● Communication through the reading log

● Year 1 students can also take out Three library 
books. 



Year 2 Home Reading Programme
● Growing readers by building confidence and providing 

opportunities to practice

● Fluency books to read independently, to reread and to 
share reading success

Fluency Book days are Monday and Thursday.

● Books are returned to boxes as part of morning 
routines

● Students select and scan new fluency books during 
class time as part of their language learning

● Communication through the reading log

● Year 2 students can also take out Four library books. 



Next session....
Building  and being part of your child’s reading team… 

Supporting the home reading programme

The school library and online resources

Keeping informed at progress, next steps and ways to support

What to do if you are encountering challenging

Some specifics in Y1 and Y2 - decoding and comprehension

Reading strategies we teach at school


